Primary cerebral lymphoma: report of 24 patients and review of the literature.
A retrospective study of 24 patients with primary non-Hodgkin's cerebral lymphoma (non-immunocompromised) is presented. All patients were seen at the Royal Preston Hospital, Lancashire between 1976 and 1991. Fifteen patients were over the age of 50 years (range 27-84). The commonest clinical presentation, seen in 16 patients was of an expanding space-occupying lesion. The diagnosis was suspected from the radiological findings but confirmation in every case was by histological examination of biopsy or necropsy material. The tumours were treated either by surgical excision or by biopsy and radiotherapy. Chemotherapy was given in two patients. Despite these measures the mean survival time was 3.6 months. The clinical radiological and pathological features of these tumours are highlighted with particular emphasis on the use of stereotactic biopsy, immunohistochemistry and chemotherapy in diagnosis and treatment.